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Tending  stained  glass  treasures 


By  Scott  Wart  man 
swartman@nky.  com 

COVINGTON  -  The  stained  glass  for  many  churches  and  homes  in  the  region  have  passed  through 
Cliff  Kennedy's  Covington  shop  in  MainStrasse  the  past  three  decades. 

As  the  stained  glass  artist  prepares  to  celebrate  the  30th  anniversary  next  year  of  his  business, 
Kaleidoscope  Stained  Glass,  Kennedy  soon  will  start  renovating  two  historically  significant  windows. 

One  window  is  one  of  only  three  stained  glass  likenesses  of  Abraham  Lincoln  made  during  the  16th 
president's  lifetime,  Kennedy  said. 

The  other  is  a  100-year-old,  15-foot-wide,  7-foot-tall  Tiffany  stained  glass  window  for  a  church  in  Ohio, 
he  said. 

Abe  Lincoln's  face  stared  from  behind  a  thick  coating  of  dirt  and  grime  as  Kennedy  showed  off  the 
piece  in  his  shop  last  week. 

It  was  recovered  from  a  fire  at  a  courthouse  in  Illinois,  put  up  for  bid  and  sold  to  a  local  resident, 
Kennedy  said. 

"It  is  one  of  three  in  the  world,  one's  in  the  Smithsonian,  the  other  is  at  Cornell  and  the  third  is  here," 
Kennedy  said. 


Kennedy  has  become  accustomed  to  dealing  with  rare  stained  glass  specimens  in  his  career. 
Occasionally,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Tiffany  window,  he  must  take  extraordinary  precautions.  He  has  a 
secret  workshop  where  he  can  work  on  stained  glass  that  a  client  wants  to  keep  secure.  The  church 
that  owns  the  17-foot-wide  Tiffany  stained  glass  window  wants  Kennedy  to  provide  24-hour-a-day 
armed  guards,  Kennedy  said. 

"It  is  a  national  treasure,"  Kennedy  said. 

Kennedy  couldn't  reveal  the  name  or  location  of  the  Ohio  church.  He  said  a  benefactor  who  owned  the 
window  salvaged  it  from  a  demolished  church  and  said  that  he  would  donate  it  to  a  church  that  could 
build  a  $1  million  facility. 

Though  the  two  restorations  are  big  projects,  his  business  has  taken  a  hit  along  with  the  building 
market,  Kennedy  said. 

His  business  has  dropped  off  by  50  percent  the  past  three  years,  he  said. 

"We  are  connected  with  the  building  industry,"  Kennedy  said.  "When  it  slows  down,  it  all  slows  down." 
But  no  matter  what  happens  in  the  economy,  Kennedy  said  he  has  no  plans  to  give  up  his  passion. 
"We  are  still  here,"  Kennedy  said.  "Thank  God  for  good  credit." 
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Originally  a  jeweler  by  trade,  Kennedy's  hobby  of  making  stained  glass  became  a  full-time  occupation 
when  he  opened  Kaleidoscope  in  June  1981.  He  has  since  taught  stained  glass  at  NKU  and  written 
books  published  across  the  world  about  stained  glass. 

"It  is  just  the  beauty  of  it,"  Kennedy  said.  "It  is  such  a  relaxing,  stress-relieving  art.  When  you  are 
working  on  a  stained  glass  window,  you  don't  think  about  anything  else." 
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